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INFORMATION for the Heirs of John Hay and James 

 , Smart, and their Tutors and eM annagers of the Caird-Manu- ; 
faftory at Leith, againft John Spruel in Glaſgow, and others, 


-S all the Kings of Scotland, for theſe many years, have been ſtudying how to en-. 
courage the ereCting of ManufaQories in this Kingdom : So King Charles the Se- 
cond, by an exprefs Act, 40: Parl: 1, *Confidering how many great advantages * 
© this Kingdom,and the SubjeRs thereof may have, by the EreRing, Cheriſhing, |; 
© and Maintaining of ManufaQtories,thereby keeping in the Countrey great Sums of Money | 

* daily Exported, for bringing in ſ{uch Commodities as may be made at home, and bringing 
©1n money,for ſuch Commodities as may be made and wrought within theſame,and Exported {.. 
« toForraign Nations; beſides that thereby many poor People,idle Perſons,and Vagabonds,-l : 
* will be ſet at work, and intertained, Vertue increaſed, and Idleſet curbed and reſtrained- 
* And for this end ſeveral Ads have been paſt by His Majeſties Royal Predeceſſors,in their ! 
« Parliaments, Conventions,and Councils, ( which are in the ſaid Ac particularly enumerat ) 2 
< Therefore His Majeſty grants power to Erect ManufaQtories, with many Priviledges ; and*; 
« particularly,becauſe many things may occurr hereafter, which may be neceſſary for ad- 4 
« vancement of ManufaCories : Therefore His Majeſty,with conſent foreſaid,doth Impower þ 
< the Lords of His Majeſties Privy Council,or Exchequer, .to confider ſuch Overtures asſhall 
© be offered for the good of ManufaCtories,and to make ſuch Orders, and grant fuch fur- 
© ther Priviledges and Liberties tothem, as they ſhall think juſt : Which AR is oft-times }| 
« thereafter Ratifiedgand particularly by the 12 AZ of the ſaid King Charles Secondghis Parl.3; }: 
© Entituled,For encouraging Trade and ManutaGories 3 where his Majeſty, from his Prince- z;; 
«]y care for the wealth and flouriſhing of this his ancient Xingdom,confidering that the Ime $3. 
© portation of Forraign Commodities, which are ſuperfluous, or may be made within the}!. 
* Kingdom, by encouragement given to the ManufaQories thereof, had exceedingly exhauſted; ;| 
* the Money of the Kingdom, and hightned the Exchange to forraign Places ; fo that in at : 
© ſhort time the Stock of Money behoved to be exhauſted,and the Trade thereof to fail : For & 
© remedy whereof,his Majeſty makes a Prohibition of Importation of ſeveral Goods into this} 
© Kingdom, with certification they ſhall be burnt and deſtroyed, and the Importers or Re«%: 
* ſetters thereof, Fined in the value of the ſaids Goods. Likeas his Majeſty Ratifiesand Ap- 7 
© proves all Ads already made for the encouragement of ManufaQories within this Kingdom, 4 
* with power to ſer them up,cither in Burgh or Landward, without any ſtop or trouble : And# 
© his Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent foreſatd, doth Authorize the Lords of his Majeſties*F 
| © Privy Council,to declare theſe Manufatories already ſet up, or that hereafter ſhall be ſet T: 
| © up, to be ſuch, tothe effc& they may enjoy the Priviledges, Liberties and Immunities, .*. 
! * granted by the ſaids ARs of Parliament,and all Farmorers and Collectors of Cuſtoms, . to} ;| 
' ſeize prohibite Goods,and give up liſts of all Contravecners,under the pain of loſing their: 
" places,and being incapable of that Office for ever, As the faids Acts of Parliament in them- | | 
© {c]ves more fully bears, | | : = 
In proſecution of the which Laws and Acts of Parliament, Provoſt Currie and James | | 
Auchterlony, by his Majeſties Letters Patent, of the Date the 3d day of June 1663 years,” : 
are authorized to erecta Manufactory, for making of Wool and Tow Cairds, never before * -: 
made within this Kingdom, for the ſpace of 19 years after the date of theſaid Patent; and ac- } { 
cordingly upontheir own proper Charges, and great pains and expences, erected the ſaid ; _ 
Manufactory -- And the Parliament by their Act dated Septemb. 29. 1663. Statutes and jb 
' Declares, That all Materials Imported for the uſe of the faid Manufactory, ſhall be. free of ; 
: all Impoſitions whatſoever, with ſeveral Priviledges : And becaule great abuſe is commit- \, 
| ted by the /mportation of old Cairds, Furbiſhed up, and fold as new Cairds: Therefore © *# 
the [Importation of all old Furbiſhed Cairds, is thereby ſemplicitey diſcharged, under the pain” ; 
of Confiſcation of the ſame; providing always the ſaid Company find ſufficient Caution to : || 
the Lords of his Majeſties Privy Council, to furmſh the Countrey ſufficiently with Cairds, {| 
' at as eafieRatesas Imported Cairds can be ſold at, and to receive and breed Scots Boys Ap=" 1 
| prentices in the ſaid Trade. Likeas,by an Actof the Lords of Exchequer,dated the r 1:day 
| of July 1663 years. They did Ratifie and Approve the forelaid Gift and Act of Parliament, | 
+ - and Ordained the ſame to be Printed, and otherways to be Publiſhed, that none mi ght | 
| «pretend ignorance, And further, their a by their Act of thedate the Tlevenp," | 
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; 678 years, did of new again Command and Require the Tackſ-men of his Majeſties » 
b_ ae ball Collects and as. 99 to be caretul and diligent in ſeizing upon the {aii ol4 


+ Cairdsz and tor the further encouragement of the ſaid Manufactory,to-appoint theicg 


nn. 
Waiters for that effect, and if need were, all Magiſtrats of Burghs, Sheriffs, Bail.ies 
others, were required to give their concurrence and affiſtance thereto. As a io, his Maje. 


the 8 day of February 1681 years, did proropat and - 
continue the ſaid Gift to-Jeb» Hay, one of theSub Clerks of the Seffion, and James Smart, '# 


ty, by his Gift under the Great Seal, 


Merchant in Leith, forthe ſpace of other 19 years,immediatly following the expiring of the 
' forefaid firſt 19 yearscontained in the ſaid firſt Gift, and by the ſaid Gift and Prorogation, 

doth Ratifie and Approve all Acts of Exchequer, and other Ads already made in tavoury 
of the former Maſters andOwners of the ſaid ManufaQory, contained in the ſaid Prorogation. 
And further, The ſaids Lords of Theſaury and Exchequer, by their AQ the 15 of Jul, 
1681, upon the ſaid John Hay and James Swart their Supplication, repreſenting the fore- 
;  faid Gift and Prorogation thereof, and Progreſs foreſaid thereupon 3 and that the foreſaids 
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portation of the ſaid old Cairds, fo that their Stock had been thrice Joſt; Did therefore 
Ratifie the ſaid Gift and Prorogation, in the whole Heads, Articles and Clauſes thereof, 
i and recommends to the Tack{-men, General ColleQors, Sub-ColleQors, Surveyers, 
| Waiters , and others of -his Majeſties Cuſtoms and Exciſe, firitly to uplift and 
{"exaQt all Impoſitions upon new Cairds, as they would be anfwerable upon their 
+ bigheſt perill , and to Seize upon, Burn and Deſtroy all Imported old Cairds 
" Furbiſhed up as new , or which ſhall happen to be Imported during the ſaid Pro- 
/ rogation, conform to the ſaids As, and Proclamation of Council and Exchequer z and that 
. they no ways deliver back ſuch Seizours to the Owners thereof, or to any for their behoof, 
- but that they be burnt and deſtroyed in manner above-written - and for thateffe&, allows 
- them their own Waiters,and requires allMagiftrats otBurghs #: ſpra,to beAiding &Afſiiſting 
- tothem in manner above-mentioned + and if need beis, grants Power to call, conveen and 


41 
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- purſue the Contraveeners before the Lords of Privy Council, Lords of Thefaury and Ex- | 
- chequer, orother Judges competent, upon Oath, that they neither have Imported, Re- 


©tailed nor Sold any of the faids old Cairds, providing the Purſuit be commenced within 
} three Months after the Importation, Selling or Retailing thereof, conform to the foreſaids 
” As of Parliament. Moreover, by AQ of their Majeſtics Privy Council, dated the Sixth 
day of December 1689, their Lordſhips after due Conſideration of the Premiſſcs, did Ra- 
Fo and Revive the foreſaids Gifts, Aits of Parliament and Exchequer, in the whole Heads, 
. Articles, Clauſes and Contents thereof,and did ſtrifly Prohibire & Diicharge all Merchants, 
=Pedlers and others from Importing any old Cairds Furbiſhed up as new into this Kingdom, 
and did allow the Proprietars and Mannagers of the ſaid ManufaQory, to appoint their own 
>, Waiters to ſeize upon, burn and deſtroy the ſame; requiring all Magiſtrats, &c. to be 


whereby the ſaid Manufatory with great Pains and Expences is brought to that Perfe&ion, 
*that it's able to ſerve the whole Kingdom with new Cairds, at als cafie Rates as any new 
. Cairds can be Imported, beſides the Maintaining of threeſcore People at Work and their 
. poor Families : yet ſuch is the malicious ' Deſigns of ſeveral People, and particularly of 
Jobr Sprexl, and ſome few others with him, who having a parcel of old Cairds lately ſeized 
and deſtroyed, tho after ſeveral days Treaty with, and Overtures to him, that be intends 


BY 


(if poſſible ) to break thefaid ManufaRory, and for that effe& has given in an Information  - 


to the Royal Burrows againſt it, bearing ſeveral Reaſons for their Concurrence to a new 
A@ of Parliament for Importing both old and new Cairds for the o}d Duty. 

As to the Firft whereof, bearing, That Nineteen Years was ſufficient to bring the faid 
ManufaQory to PerfeRtion, which are the Years in the firſt Gift, and that their Prentices 
are not allowed to ſet up for themfelves within the Kingdom. 

It's Anſwered, That if the Priviledges granted to the: Caird-ManufaQory, had not been 
altogether made ineffeual by the Importation of old Cairds, and Componing for the Du- 
ty of new ones, it might long ere now have come to PerfeRion, which it has now done 

” by that Incouragement it has hitherto had from His Majeſty and- His Predeceſſors, and the 
2 Lords of Council, Theſaury and Exchequer, who ſhould beſt know the Benefite and In- 


- veral times loſt their Stocks before they could effeQuat it, And as to the Apprentices, 
+ they are tyed to no time from ſetting up bur the years in the Gift, which they are nor 
. + complaining of, nor are they at any loſs, being brought in to the Work very poor and idle, 

= and are ſo far from being able ro ſct up by themſelves, that they are ſcarcely able to main- 


tain themſelves and their Families, tho they be Weekly & punQually payed,far leſs are they 
"% able 


Priviledges granted to their Cedents and Authors, had proven ineffeual, through the Ime » 


gp ding and Affiſting to them in the proſecution of the Pren:ifſes in manner above-written, 


, tereſt of the Kingdom, tho the Proprietars and Erettors of the ſaid ManufaQory have ſe- . 
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tho the Years of the Gift were Expired g and it's the Ignorance of our Country-People to 


es 


able in that time to purchaſe a Stock for Materials, which requires a conſiderable Fond. * ' 
| Asto the Second, That thereis a double Impoſition upon all Cairds Imported, and . 
that the Cairds made in the fa1d ManufaQory, are neither good nor fold at an eafie rates - 
It's Anſwered, That tho the Impofition may be double, yet the half is ſeldom or never | 
Exaded, which at the firſt was a great ObſtruQtion tothe Work, but now the Proprietars 
are not ſo much concerned if the old Cairds be not Imported, which are a perfe& Cheat, and 
has been the ruine of the ManufaQory. And as to the ſufhciency of the Cairds, that is ea- © 
fily made appear ty the inſpefion thereof at Leith, where there is One Thouſand Pounds | 
Sterling worth ready made, which will be atteſted by all their Correſpondents,or any who _| 
has bought of them, that they are als good, and als cheap, as any brought from Ezgland, - 
which none can deny, except ſuch as buyesthem for a Cloak, under which they ſell greit 
Quanrities ot old Furbiſhed Cairds every Year, which when ſearched for, the new ones ac 
always produced, and keeped unſold for that effe&. And as to the Rates, they arcealiv 
than they can be brought irom Tondo, where the ordinary Rate of new ones is Tweny 
or Eighteen Shillings Sterling per Dozen at leaſt ; and the Cairds of the ManufaQtory ar © 
ſold at Twenty Shillings, with Six or Eight Months Truſt, beſides all :he Expences ant | 
Allowances to FaRors in ſeveral Burghs and Places of the Kingdom. LP 
Astothe Third, That the Priviledges of ManufaQories are granted, and the SubjeQs L 
conſent to the Reſtrifions laid upon them therein, upon the proſpe& of their be ing fred of © 


the Gift of the ManufaQory, when the Years thereof are expired, and then to bring in what _ 
they pleaſe thereafter, | 


It's Anſwered, That this a groſs miſtake, it being clear by the narrative of the foreſaids Ats : 
of Parliament, that the true reaſon of ManufaQories is the ſtopping of the Importing of For- 


raipnCommodities to be brought intotheKingdom,which takes out ourMoney,and bightens - 


the Exchange, and ruines ourTrade, whereas the ManufaQories furniſhes us at Home with the 
ſameCommoadiries,and brings Import and Export to a true Ballance,which is the only [ntereſt. 
of a Kingdom ; fo that the Years in the Gitt are only granted for a Priviledge to bring the ' 
Manufactory to that perfeQion,as no Merchant can bring Home the ſame Commodity and * 
run the Rizk with Profite. But to allow old Furbiſhed Cairds at any time, would cer- - 
tainly R vine any Caird- ManufaQory,and is a perfeQ Cheat, and Impoling upon the Leidges, . 
they being oft-rimes ſold ar the rate of new Cairds, wiz. Twenty Shillings per Dozen, and - 
bought in England for Eight Shillings 3 which beiog a thing unlawful in it (elf, and obſtru-:., 
ive to all T rade, it could not be Allowed, even tho there were no AR of Parliament... 
But the ſ5id A& of Parliament in favours of the ManufaQory, diſcharging old Czirds Fur- : 
biſhed up as new ſimplicitey, clearly Imports the Country is never to be Cheated therewith, 


buy ſuch, which laſts not a tuch, being for the moſt part ruined and ſpoiled 3 and the only. 
difference is the ſtiffneſs of the New-Cairds, which after very little application is remeeded : ' 
and theſe old Cairds bas been the only Reaſon of the Priviledges of the Gifts, to Call and - 
Purſue Contraveeners for tzking their Oaths, and taking out Commiſſions tor that effeR 
upon the Manufactories great Expences, without Reimburſment of a Farthing, except the.-/ 
ordinary Dues : But in the contrary, paſſing all By-pones upon their Obligment not to - 
Import fuch Cairds for the furure 3 and which Priviledges were in the firſt Gift as well as in - 
the ſecond, and were ſo neceſlary, that the ManufaQory could not have Subfiſted without 
them : ſo that there is not the leaſt Ground tor ſuch noiſe and clamour againſt their Mel: . 
ſengers, Clerks and Waiters, as 1s pretended, which were an unneceſſary Charge”: 
upon the ManufaQory, if the Royal Burrows would be pleaſed” to Concur for the. | 
Encouragement of ſo good and beneficial a Work, which cannot Subfiſt without the faid | 
old Cairds be Prohibite to be Imported. 1 

As to the fourth, that 19 years were granted in the firſt Gift, to bring the ſaid Manufa» | 
ory to perfeQtion, which not being done, the other 19 years in the ſecond Gift is a great .. 
oppreſſion upon the SubjeRs, to continue a Reſtriction upon chem for ſo long a time, which : 
if it bad been granted abinitio, the Parliament would not have Ratified ity it being fo vie | 
fible a loſs to the Kingdom, and only to the advantage of five or fix Merchants. = 

It is Anſwered, That the Ads of Parliament for ManufaQories, doth not reſtri& the ' 
Gifts to any time, but leaves that to his Majeſty,and to the Lords of Privy Council and Exche- © 
quer,as they ſhall find juft ; who conſidering the obſtruftions and evident lofles the EreRors..: 
of the ſaid Manufafory had in the firſt 19 years: They very juſtly continued it by a ſecond-' 
Gift, forother 19 years, whereof 9g years are already run; neither doth: the Parliament 


_ conſider Ratificationsſo narrowly, but paſſes them of courſe , ſothat the ſaid ManufaRory. | 


being founded upon the firſt grounds, without prejudice to any perſon, it's nothing but | 
malice and envy to ſeck it to be deſtroyed, now when it is come to that perfeion, that. 
It's able to furniſh the whole Kingdom, : - 
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As to the Fifth, That ro continue the ſaid ſecond Gift, is to lay down a clear method 
-. 0 make Monopolies, and to encourage men to Impetrat Gifts of extraordinaty Qualities, | 
which uſually are not granted without conſent of Parliament z where2s the ſaid ſecond Gitr 
is not Ratified, = 
_ - It'sanſwered, That by the foreſaids As of Parliament anent ManufaRQories, there is 
- anexpreſs Power given to the Lords of His Majeſties Privy Council, and Exchequer, to 
. ere the ſame, and to give them ſuch Priviledges as ſhall be thought juſt and neceſſ.r to 
| their Incouragement: and the laſt Adin anno 1681, Ratitying rhe fo:mer Ads, being po« 
| Reerior to the ſecond Gitr, the ſamine is beyond all controverfie, Ratified and Approven by 
- Prrliament, and needs no other Ratification, as ſaid is; and whatever may be objegeda-. 
ginſt other ManufaQuries, as to Monopoltes, or unuſual Priviledges , thereis no ſuch thing 
| petended by the Caird-manufaRory, there being no Prohibition of Importing new Cairds, 
| tley Paying the Ordinary Duties, bur allenarlie, the Prohibition of old Cairds Futbiſhed 
| was new, which is a meer chear,and contrair to all Law,and are by the particular 4 of 
\| Farliament in Favours of the (aid Caird-manutaory ſempliciter Diſcharged. 
| Asto the Sixth and Seventh Reaſons, bearing, That there is nothing ſought by this new 
\ A&of Parliament, but the Reſtriction upon Merchants from bringing in Cairds, whether 
' New or Furbiſhed, may be taken off, and that tho the Proprietars of the Caird- manufa- 
Rory may quit it, yet the Kingdom will be at no loſs, ſeing others will ſet up the like Ma- 
nufatories, without any ſuch burden upon the Subjects, as the ManufaRories of Suggar and 
Soap does, | OT 
It's anſwered, That this isa moſt unreaſonable defire, Becauſe no ManufaRory ſhould be 
| ſo diſ-encouraged,as to take away their Priviledges,upon pretence that cthers will Erect the 
like Manufactories, unleſs the ſamine were aQually done and performed, which is impoſſible 
| ever to bedone in this Kingdom, if Old Cairds Furbiſhed up as New ſhould be allowed to be 
| Imported, it being eviJenc, that none can make'and ſell New Caitds at the rate of Olds 
which Old Cairds are Bought in England fo: Eight Shillings per Dozen, and Sold hereat 
| Twenty Shillings; che Loſs of which viſt Profit, is the crue cauſe of this Complaint ; and 
j which being ſo oft conſidered by the Lorc's of His Majeſties Privy Council, and Exchequer, 
as a cheat put upon the Nation, and thereupon Ratified and Renewed, it were againſt all 
| Law,and adownright violation of the publick Faith ot the Kingdom, whereupon priyat Par- 
| Lies has laid out their Stocks, and a great Diſ-encouragement toall ManufaRoties to be Eref. 
ed within this Kingdom, Thus to break this ManutaRory; and the Sugar and Soap Manu- 
| fatories needs no ſuch Priviledge, there being no ſuch thing as Old Sugar, or Soap, made 
{-up 25 New, that needs to be Prohibited : And therefore, The ſaid ManutaQory being now 
| come to that Confiſtancy, as it is able to furniſh the whole Kingdom, and is the only Ma- 
'{ nufactory in Scotland that hath continued trom the beginning, without any real Prejudice 
to any Perſon, except the Proprietars themſelves : Ir is the leaſt Retribution that can be 
allowed ro them for their former Lofles, to allow them to continue their Priviledges, tor ſo 
ſmall a time as is yet to run of their Gitr, which are bat {mall, and only ſuch as are necefſar 
| for its Subſiſtence : eſpecially , conſidering the Proprietars now are all Widows and Or- 
phans, who have a conſiderable Stock therein, which will certainly be deſtroyed, with three- 
ſcore Families, that are maintained at Work therein; but after the exſpiring of the ſaid 
_ Gift, Mr. Spres/,or any other, hath tull Liberty to Ere& the like ManutaQorie,if they can, 

And whereas it is Infinuat to the Royal Burrows, That the Prohibition of Importing 
..Old Cairds, is a Reſtricting and Diminiſhing the Subje& of Trade, and conſequently a Pre- 
| Judiceto the Intereſt of the Royal Burrows, 

It is anſwered, That Trade depends in any Nation upon the Manufactories of the Place; 
| Becauſe, if there be not a Subject of Export from the Native ManufaQory, there can nei- 
| ther be Riches nor Conſumption for Goods to be Imported - And therefore, the Royal 
' Burrows, who arechiefly concerned in Trade, have the greateſt Intereſt to ſupport this, 

and all other ManufaRurics, eſpecially, fince by the Ere&ion of this Manujactury, there 
is no Monopoly nor Reſtriction of the Subject of Trade; for New Cairds may be Impor- 
, ted, and fall not under the Prohibition, ſo that the Country cannot be prejudged, nor the 
Trade Reſtricted to this ManufaQtury ; for it New ſufficient Cairds can be Imported from 
-abroad at an eahier Rate than the ManufaQtury can furniſh them , the Roya! Burrows re. 
' free to Import what New Caitds they pleaſe; and the Mannagers of this ManutaQury arc 
willing to agree with the Royal Burrows in all the Corners of the Kingdom, and to ſend 
them what Quantities they call tor of their Cairds, ro what Burghs they think fit, whereby 


* | this nw Subject of Trade will be entirely in the Hands of the ſaids Royal Burrows, it they 
\ Think bt, 
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1s reſpel# whereof, &c. 


ou ——— A ———_———_ 


